ISLANDS
FRONAL

Shores Mayor Tom Caddan
said he aad Town Attornsy
Chester Clem hud a two-honr
meeting with Lest Tree Pris-
Iden! Charles Bayer Jr. and
Cox in Cex's Vero Beach of
fica Tuesday waning ovar
other malters Cadden 'de-
clined to d2scribe.

“They tock the cpportu-
nity to sign the contract
while we were at that meet-
ing,” Cadden sad. ¢

“1 would alsolike to thank
Mrs, (Helen) Stene for agree-
ing to the sale,” Caddan said.
"She deserves ¢ lot of credit
for doing it," I

Stene owns Lost Tree and
is the daughter of the corpar-
ation’s founder, LIwyd Eccal-
stone,

No company representas
tives were at Wednesday's
public anrounmment at the
county buldding

“1 wouldn't rad anything
inwo it," Cox sail of the com-
pany's abssnce.

‘The contract pledges $15.1
million to buy the six -
lands: 3108 million each
from city znd town; $5.08 mil.
lion from Irdian Rivar
County; and #%4.87 millien
from the Florica Communi-
ties ‘Trust,

A land survey and other
detalls for closisg on the sale
must be complerd by Feb, 12
1o ensure the state contribu.
tion, said Matt Sexton, Fler-
ida real estate director for
The Conservaton Fund, a
not for prefit group that ne
gotiated the conracl.

“The way ewrvong came
together and patnered was
outstanding,” Sexton said,

Cadden aleo praised state
Sen. Ken Pruit, R-Port St
Lucie, and forner Republi-
can state Rep, Charles Sem-
bler of Sebastiaa for helping
get tha state’s centribution.

“Fifty years from row (tte
islands) will still be there"
County Commissioner Carv-
line Ginn said. “Theyll stil
be pristine ... It's the greatedt
Chrismas present | cen
imagine.” : ;

The islands are largey
coversd with exotic pepper
frees and - Australian pines,

vage and replanl with native
vegetation.

The most recont proposid
for building on the island,
fJoate] in 2001, was for &
homes on three islands hear
est shore and an 18-hole gdf
coursa on three islands far-
ther out in the water,

"Pelican Island Audube
Society is thrilled," said is
pragident, Jans  Tripsoa,
later Wednesday, "Mainy
it's going to help the Indimn
River lagoon. We won't have
the impact of the runcf from
a golf course or housas.”

Lost Tree has proposed
sevaral different develop.
ment plans for its islands
since the late 1%80s, At that
time, zoning weuld have gl-
lowed sevecal residences pet
adio.

That ended & the eary
1890s, whon olty and town
changed population densiy
on the islands to one home
per five acres. [t was- dore
after the state Department of
Community Afirs rejetted
earlier municipal plans thit
would have alowed more
homes on the uninhabited &-
lands

Lost Tree failed in its ai-
ministrative chellenge to the
valldity of those l:nd-use
plans

Lost Tree alsu went »
court claiming the tract of
land swrrounding three of is
islands was farther east then
shown in county recond

ks — so far est that 1t
bt:uoched the main barrier ui-
where the cgagmpany

ted to build a widge.
wa\ghi!o that legalaction Was
being contested oy state law-
yors, some of the barvier is
land neightors whose yardz’
were . overiappet by u;s
Tree's new survey cuad the

Th sales contract ar
noun?.'ed Wednesday 15 Qe
signed to vacate or settle all

those lawsults.
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